AN  INTERPRETER   OF  ENGLAND

that we believe was a growing characteristic
of our people, but it gives evidence of certain
qualities by which alone our Empire can be
preserved.   The last speech I made as Prime
Minister, four days before I left office finally,
I had the great honour of addressing repre-
sentatives of the whole Empire at a Coronation
Banquet on Empire Day in London, and they
were good enough to listen to me while I made
some reflections on the Empire which had
occurred to me from my experience of having
presided at three Imperial Conferences, par-
ticularly at that one of 1926 which settled the
principles now enshrined in the Statute of
Westminster and enjoyed the co-operation of
your present Prime Minister, Mr. Mackenzie
King, who played a distinguished part in
bringing them into being.   I said then what
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